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Exploring	the	breathing	page	

Women	Writers	Project	
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Epistles	on	Women	
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Some	common	markup	for	textual	features	
<quote>	for	material	that	originates	outside	the	passage	in	
which	it	appears		
<)tle>	for	proper	names	of	works	
<bibl>	for	bibliographic	citaHons	or	references	
<note>	for	textual	notes	
<epigraph>	for	epigraphs		
<author>	for	authors	of	texts	referenced	in	bibliographic	
citaHons	
<persName>	for	names	of	persons		
<lg>	for	line	groups	
<l>	for	poeHc	lines	
<div>	for	textual	divisions	
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One	method	for	marking	up	genre	
Labeling	various	types	of	textual	divisions	provides	basic	generic	
informaHon.	Some	of	the	categories	used	by	the	WWP	are:	
•  act	
•  adverHsement	
•  appendix	
•  concluding	material	
•  confession	
•  dedicaHon	
•  endnotes	
•  entry	
•  epigraph	
•  epilogue	
•  essay	
•  examinaHon	
•  index	
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•  leMer	
•  meditaHon	
•  narraHve	
•  peHHon	
•  poem	
•  prayer	
•  prefatory	material	
•  prologue	
•  recipe	
•  revelaHon	
•  scene	
•  speech	
•  Hmeline	



For	example:	encoding	a	sonnet	

Charlotte	Smith	
Elegiac	Sonnets	
London,	1797	
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Counting	<titles>	in	textual	divisions	

#	of	
<)tle>s	

@type	of	<div>	 #	of	<div>s	
with	)tles	

total	#	of	
<divs>	

841	 advert	 64	 69	

704	 chapter	 214	 1,053	

530	 secHon	 145	 1,146	

515	 leMer	 207	 1,315	

405	 prefatory	material	 95	 416	

266	 book	 33	 51	

235	 poem	 191	 4,457	

188	 endnotes	 31	 42	

188	 essay	 28	 152	

57	 concluding	material	 13	 50	

55	 act	 32	 345	

Out	of	5,346	total	<)tle>s	inside	texts:	
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Further	exploration	
• Make	these	measurements	more	detailed	(look	at	number	of	
words	or	characters	for	different	types	of	divisions,	calculate	
percentages	of	divisions	containing	Htles,	&c.)	
•  Look	for	specific	Htles	that	appear	in	the	types	of	textual	
divisions	you’re	interested	in	(for	example,	what	works	are	
named	within	drama?)	
•  Compare	counts	for	other	elements	in	these	types	of	textual	
divisions	(for	example,	try	<quote>,	<persName>,	<bibl>)	
• Or,	look	for	<Htle>s	within	other	elements	to	narrow	down	
where	they	are	appearing	(for	example,	with	divisions	that	
have	a	type	of	“poem,”	look	within	<head>,	<epigraph>,	and	
<l>)		
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More	detailed	markup:	epigraphs	

Elizabeth	Boyd	
“Macareus	to	Æolus:	
An	Epistle”	
Variety:	A	Poem	
London,	1727	
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Citation	patterns	in	epigraphs	

Author	 #	in	
<epigraph>	

#	with	
	<)tle>	

William	Shakespeare	 41	 4	

Horace	 20	 0	

Alexander	Pope	 15	 0	

James	Thomson	 13	 0	

Virgil	 13	 2	

Edward	Young		 10	 0	

Ovid	 8	 1	

Total	number	of	epigraphs:	655	
Epigraphs	containing	bibliographic	citaHons:	407	
						—Containing	authors:	273	
						—Containing	Htles:	58	
						—Containing	both:	25	
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Exploring	by	location:	top	<placeName>s	
by	city	of	publication	in	18th	and	19thc	texts	
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London	 Boston	
#	 Loca)on	

301	 England	

249	 Jerusalem	

184	 France	

157	 America	

156	 Rome	

150	 Boston	

146	 Spain	

121		 Europe	

116	 London	

115	 Germany	

114	 MassachuseMs	

106		 Egypt	

#	 Loca)on	

701	 London	

696	 England	

275	 France	

197	 Africa	

176	 Bristol	

156	 Ireland	

152	 America	

151	 Rangoon	

144		 Quebec	

133	 Europe	

123	 Sillery	

117	 Bath	

Dublin	
#	 Loca)on	

126	 France	

117	 Monmleuri	

114	 England	

89	 Paris	

65	 Dublin	

65	 Bath	

43	 London	

40	 Rome	

32	 Hauteville	

30	 Clones	

22	 Meudon	

19	 Cavan	



Exploring	by	author:	language	use	
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#	 Language	

52	 LaHn	

22	 French	

8	 Italian	

2	 Spanish	

Margaret	Cavendish	 Aphra	Behn	
#	 Language	

50	 French	

50	 LaHn	

10	 Italian	

6	 Dutch	

1	 Greek	

1	 Hebrew	

#	 Language	

182	 French	

26	 LaHn	

25	 Italian	

1	 Spanish	

1	 Greek	

#	 Language	

27	 LaHn	

270	 French	

23	 Italian	

1	 Scots	

Hannah	Cowley	

CharloQe	Smith	

Charlotte	Smith	
Conversations	Introducing	Poetry	
London,	1819	



Exploring	by	century:	top	titles	

62	 	Revela&on	
35	 	Philosophical	and	Physical	Opinions	

			—Margaret	Cavendish	
28	 	Corinthians	
24	 	Psalms	
23	 	Luke	
22 	Isaiah		
19	 	Daniel 		
18	 	Acts	
13	 	Arraignment	of	Women	

			—Joseph	Swetnam	
11	 	Arcadia		

			—Philip	Sidney	
11 	Romans	
8	 	Hebrews	
8	 	Ezekiel	
8 	John		
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33	 	Pompey	
15	 	Isaiah		
14	 	Psalms	
13	 	John	
12	 	Genesis	
16	 	Sorrows	of	Young	Werther	
9	 	1	Kings		
8	 	Lady	Julia	Mandeville		

			—Frances	Brooke		
7	 	Evelina		

			—Fanny	Burney	
7	 	Paradise	Lost	
6	 	Aminta	

			—Torquato	Tasso	
6	 	Hudibras		

		—Samuel	Butler	
6	 	MaKhew	
6	 	Song	of	Solomon	

Seventeenth	Century	 Eighteenth	Century	



Shakespeare	by	century	
Eighteenth	century	
99	total	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

Nineteenth	century		
92	total	
	
	
	
	
	
	

#	 Loca)on	

37	 <p>	(not	in	<note>)	

34	 <note>	

19	 <l>	

5	 <epigraph>	

4	 <list>	

1	 <adverHsement>	

1	 <head>		

#	 Loca)on	

38	 <epigraph>	

18	 <l>	

17	 <note>	

12	 <p>	(not	in	<note>	or	<sp>)	

7	 <sp>	

1	 <adverHsement>	
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	HANK	YOU!	


